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Bringing a dark and forgotten era into vivid life, this fascinating history explores a booming criminal
enterprise that was spawned in California in the 1920s and 1930s. Exposing a spree of kidnappings referred
to as the ""snatch racket,"" true accounts of the crimes and the unfortunate victims are revealed. Driven by
greed, desperation, or sheer stupidity, this detailed discussion explains that the ransom artists preyed
indiscriminately on Hollywood socialites, wealthy heiresses, and even the poor--while each new
disappearance brought new headlines and sales to the newspaper companies. Illustrating the manner in which
even the simplest capers would often run tragically awry, 15 bizarre and often ironic tales are presented,
including how a modern city rose to lynch a pair of kidnappers, the college kids who chose to imitate
Leopold and Loeb, and the famed evangelist who faked her own abduction to cover up an affair. Early
forensic techniques are described, including the first documented call tracing using a bevy of operators in a
phone chain, as well as the birth of the modern symbiotic relationship between the news media and high-
profile crime, demonstrating how the sensationalism of personal tragedy became a source for increased
media sales.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Gray:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The California Snatch Racket:
Kidnappings During the Prohibition and Depression Eras to read.

Erica Logan:

The book untitled The California Snatch Racket: Kidnappings During the Prohibition and Depression Eras is
the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The California Snatch Racket: Kidnappings During the
Prohibition and Depression Eras from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Anna Snyder:

The reason why? Because this The California Snatch Racket: Kidnappings During the Prohibition and
Depression Eras is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Maria Lamotte:

The California Snatch Racket: Kidnappings During the Prohibition and Depression Eras can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The California Snatch Racket: Kidnappings During the Prohibition and Depression
Eras yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
pondering.
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