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The Garden in the Machine explores the evocations of place, and particularly American place, that have
become so central to the representational and narrative strategies of alternative and mainstream film and
video. Scott MacDonald contextualizes his discussion with a wide-ranging and deeply informed analysis of
the depiction of place in nineteenth- and twentieth-century literature, painting, and photography. Accessible
and engaging, this book examines the manner in which these films represent nature and landscape in
particular, and location in general. It offers us both new readings of the films under consideration and an
expanded sense of modern film history.

Among the many antecedents to the films and videos discussed here are Thomas Cole's landscape painting,
Thoreau's Walden, Olmsted and Vaux's Central Park, and Eadweard Muybridge's panoramic photographs of
San Francisco. MacDonald analyzes the work of many accomplished avant-garde filmmakers: Kenneth
Anger, Bruce Baillie, James Benning, Stan Brakhage, Nathaniel Dorsky, Hollis Frampton, Ernie Gehr, Larry
Gottheim, Robert Huot, Peter Hutton, Marjorie Keller, Rose Lowder, Marie Menken, J.J. Murphy, Andrew
Noren, Pat O'Neill, Leighton Pierce, Carolee Schneemann, and Chick Strand. He also examines a variety of
recent commercial feature films, as well as independent experiments in documentary and such contributions
to independent video history as George Kuchar's Weather Diaries and Ellen Spiro's Roam Sweet Home.

MacDonald reveals the spiritual underpinnings of these works and shows how issues of race, ethnicity,
gender, and class are conveyed as filmmakers attempt to discover forms of Edenic serenity within the
Machine of modern society. Both personal and scholarly, The Garden in the Machine will be an invaluable
resource for those interested in investigating and experiencing a broader spectrum of cinema in their
teaching, in their research, and in their lives.
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From reader reviews:

Dane People:

The e-book untitled The Garden in the Machine: A Field Guide to Independent Films about Place is the
reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Garden in the Machine: A Field Guide to
Independent Films about Place from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Geraldine Schrader:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book The Garden in the Machine: A Field Guide to Independent Films about
Place it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.

Richard Lamm:

The Garden in the Machine: A Field Guide to Independent Films about Place can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing
The Garden in the Machine: A Field Guide to Independent Films about Place however doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Rachel Haley:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Garden in the Machine: A Field Guide to Independent Films
about Place why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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