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A documentary history of Jewell, Florida, a lost community of everglades pioneers founded in 1885 by
Samuel and Fannie James, an African American couple, believed to be former slaves. Jewell eventually grew
into the City of Lake Worth, its earliest history largely forgotten.

Pioneers of Jewell rediscovers the world of Fannie and Samuel James in the context of their neighbors and
the wider context of Race and Segregation in the aftermath of the American Civil War. For the first time,
groundbreaking research reveals the flight of Fannie's family from North Carolina to Ohio during the Civil
War along the track of the Underground Railroad, and traces the Jameses' trek back south through
Tallahassee and Cocoa, Florida, before taking up a homestead on the western shore of Lake Worth. Once in
South Florida, the Jameses overcame many of the hindrances of race in those troubled times, and became the
nucleus of a vibrant, mostly white, farming community.

Meet Dr. Harry Stites, a well-known physician who gave up a successful medical practice in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania to 'rough it' on the South Florida frontier. Meet Squire John C. Hoagland, the area's first Justice
of the Peace, who loved boating and spent much of his time sailing between Palm Beach and Jewell. Meet
Michael Merkle, a hermit who lived an austere life in a lean-to west of Jewell, eating unseasoned fish and
berries. Merkle, rumored to be a defrocked Catholic priest, was known to walk the pinewoods chanting in
Latin when he thought no one was listening.

Relying upon primary historical sources, Pioneers of Jewell reveals:
* Bios of a dozen previously unknown Jewell pioneers.
* The dispute that challenged the Jameses' land holdings.
* An in-depth look at the Jameses' stunning financial success.
* Investigation of the Jameses' slave background.
* The establishment of the Osborne Colored District.
* Klu Klux Klan activity in Lake Worth during the 1920s.
* The fate of Jewell and its pioneers.
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From reader reviews:

James Robbins:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Pioneers of Jewell: A Documentary History of Lake Worth's Forgotten First
Settlement (1885 - 1910).

Orville Norman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need that Pioneers of Jewell: A
Documentary History of Lake Worth's Forgotten First Settlement (1885 - 1910) to read.

Joseph Lee:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Pioneers of Jewell: A Documentary
History of Lake Worth's Forgotten First Settlement (1885 - 1910) book because this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it as you know.

Kathleen Sinclair:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is Pioneers of Jewell:
A Documentary History of Lake Worth's Forgotten First Settlement (1885 - 1910).
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