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Claire Harman's full-scale biography of Fanny Burney, the first literary woman novelist and a true child of
eighteenth-century England and the Enlightenment, is rich with insights and pleasures as it brings us into the
extraordinary life (1752-1840) of the woman Virginia Woolf called ìthe mother of English fiction.

We are present at Mrs. Thrale's dinner party when the twenty-six-year-old Fanny has the incomparable thrill
of hearing Dr. Johnson himself admiringly acknowledge her authorship of Evelina, her first novel,
anonymously published for fear of upsetting her adored father, and now the talk of the town. We see her
growing up, daughter of the charming and gifted musician and teacher Dr. Charles Burney, who was the very
embodiment of a new class: talented, energized, self-educated, self-made, self-conscious, socially ambitious
and easily endearing himself to aristocratic patrons.

We see Fanny partly enjoying, partly rejecting the celebrity engendered by Evelina, and four years later by
Cecilia ("If you will be an author and a wit," says Mrs. Thrale, "you must take the consequences"). And we
see her mingling with the most famous men and women of the time, not only Dr. Johnson but Joshua
Reynolds, Sheridan, David Garrick, Mrs. Siddons, Horace Walpole and, later, Chateaubriand and Madame
de StaÎl.
For five years, during the time of George III's madness, Fanny Burney held a position in the Royal
Household as Second Keeper of the Robes to Queen Charlotte. For her father, Fanny's going to court was
like going to heaven, but for Fanny it was more an incarceration. Her journals, published posthumously in
1842, gave her some solace. She saw herself as an eavesdropper. Dr. Johnson wryly called her "a spy." Her
marriage at forty-one to a penniless Catholic exile, Alexandre d'Arblay, resulted in trans-Channel crossings
that left her stranded for almost a decade in Napoleon's France, and then, after a dramatic flight from Paris,
trapped in Brussels on the eve of Waterloo.

Claire Harman's biography of Fanny Burney is as lively as it is meticulously researched and authoritative. It
gives us the woman, her world and the early-blooming artist whose acute grasp of social nuance, gift for
satire, drama and skillful play among large casts of characters won her comparison with the best of Smollett,
Richardson and Fielding, the admiration of Jane Austen and
Lord Byron and a secure place in the pantheon of the English novel.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wright:

The book Fanny Burney: A Biography gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress
or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Fanny Burney: A Biography
being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide
Fanny Burney: A Biography. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Tod Espitia:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Fanny Burney: A Biography is simple
bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sergio Hawkinson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Fanny Burney: A
Biography which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Carl Brinkley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Fanny Burney: A Biography.
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