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The state of Israel was established in 1948 as a Jewish democracy, without a legal separation between
religion and the state. Ever since, the tension between the two has been a central political, social, and moral
issue in Israel, resulting in a cultural conflict between secular Jews and the fundamentalist, ultra-orthodox
Haredi community. What is the nature of this cultural conflict and how is it managed?

In Theocratic Democracy, Nachman Ben-Yehuda examines more than fifty years of media-reported
unconventional and deviant behavior by members of the Haredi community. Ben-Yehuda finds not only that
this behavior has happened increasingly often over the years, but also that its most salient feature is violence-
-a violence not random or precipitated by situational emotional rage, but planned and aimed to achieve
political goals. Using verbal and non-verbal violence in the forms of curses, intimidation, threats, arson,
stone-throwing, beatings, mass violations, and more, Haredi activists try to push Israel toward a more
theocratic society. Driven by a theological notion that all Jews are mutually responsible and accountable to
the Almighty, these activists believe that the sins of the few are paid for by the many. Making Israel a
theocracy will, they believe, reduce the risk of transcendental penalties. Ben-Yehuda shows how the political
structure that accommodates the strong theocratic and secular pressures Israel faces is effectively a theocratic
democracy. Characterized by chronic negotiations, tensions, and accommodations, it is by nature an unstable
structure. However, in his fascinating and lively account, Nachman Ben-Yehuda demonstrates how it allows
citizens with different worldviews to live under one umbrella of a nation-state without tearing the social
fabric apart.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Mika:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism.

Sang Weems:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Theocratic Democracy: The Social
Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Nancy Brown:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Theocratic Democracy: The Social
Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Theocratic Democracy: The Social
Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism become your starter.

Louis Chavez:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism provide you with new



experience in studying a book.
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