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Sketches of the Higher Classes of Colored Society in Philadelphia, first published in 1841, was written by
Joseph Willson, a southern black man who had moved to Philadelphia. He wrote this book to convince
whites that the African-American community in his adopted city did indeed have a class structure, and he
offers advice to his black readers about how they should use their privileged status. The significance of
Willson’s account lies in its sophisticated analysis of the issues of class and race in Philadelphia. It is all the
more important in that it predates W. E. B. Du Bois’s The Philadelphia Negro by more than half a century.

Julie Winch has written a substantial introduction and prepared extensive annotation. She identifies the
people Willson wrote about and gives readers a sense of Philadelphia’s multifaceted and richly textured
African American community. The Elite of Our People will interest urban, antebellum, and African-
American historians, as well as individuals with a general interest in African-American history.

This volume has withstood the test of time. It remains readable. Joseph Willson was well read, articulate, and
had a keen eye for detail. His message is as timely today as it was in 1841. The people he wrote about were
remarkable individuals whose lives were as complex as his own.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Elite of Our People: Joseph Willson's Sketches of
Black Upper-Class Life in Antebellum Philadelphia. You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important a new book The Elite of Our People: Joseph Willson's
Sketches of Black Upper-Class Life in Antebellum Philadelphia. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Alan Williams:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Elite of
Our People: Joseph Willson's Sketches of Black Upper-Class Life in Antebellum Philadelphia book since
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Roger Sowa:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book The Elite of Our People: Joseph Willson's Sketches of Black Upper-Class Life in
Antebellum Philadelphia it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book offers high quality.

Katherine Velasquez:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Elite of Our People: Joseph
Willson's Sketches of Black Upper-Class Life in Antebellum Philadelphia to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It



is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book The Elite of Our
People: Joseph Willson's Sketches of Black Upper-Class Life in Antebellum Philadelphia can to be your
brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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