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This volume reconstructs the body of sensibility and the discourse which constructed it. The discourse of
sensibility was deployed very widely throughout the mid- to late-eighteenth century, particularly in France
and Britain. To inquire into the body of sensibility is then necessarily to enter into an interdisciplinary space
and so to invite the plurality of methodological approaches which this collection exemplifies. The chapters
collected here draw together the histories of literature and aesthetics, metaphysics and epistemology, moral
theory, medicine, and cultural history. Together, they contribute to four major themes: First, the collection
reconstructs various modes by which the sympathetic subject was construed or scripted, including through
the theatre, poetry, literature, and medical and philosophical treaties. It secondly draws out those techniques
of affective pedagogy which were implied by the medicalisation of the knowing body, and thirdly highlights
the manner in which the body of sensibility was constructed as simultaneously particular and universal.
Finally, it illustrates the ‘centrifugal forces’ at play within the discourse, and the anxiety which often
accompanied them.

At the centre of eighteenth-century thought was a very particular object: the body of sensibility, the
Enlightenment’s knowing body. The persona of the knowledge-seeker was constructed by drawing together
mind and matter, thought and feeling. And so where the Enlightenment thinker is generally associated with
reason, truth-telling, and social and political reform, the Enlightenment is also known for its valorisation of
emotion. During the period, intellectual pursuits were envisioned as having a distinctly embodied and
emotional aspect. The body of ‘sensibility’ encompassed these apparently disparate strands and was
associated with terms including ‘sentimental’, ‘sentiment’, ‘sense’, ‘sensation’, and ‘sympathy’.
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Discourse of Sensibility: The Knowing Body in
the Enlightenment (Studies in History and Philosophy of Science).

Dawn Hicks:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Discourse
of Sensibility: The Knowing Body in the Enlightenment (Studies in History and Philosophy of Science)?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Tammy Pursell:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely The Discourse of Sensibility: The Knowing Body in the Enlightenment (Studies in History and
Philosophy of Science).

Nicholas Schindler:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. The Discourse of Sensibility: The Knowing Body in the Enlightenment (Studies in History and
Philosophy of Science) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time
problems.
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