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Germany’s overseas colonial empire was relatively short lived, lasting from 1884 to 1918. During this
period, dramatically different policies were enacted in the colonies: in Southwest Africa, German troops
carried out a brutal slaughter of the Herero people; in Samoa, authorities pursued a paternalistic defense of
native culture; in Qingdao, China, policy veered between harsh racism and cultural exchange.
Why did the same colonizing power act in such differing ways? In The Devil’s Handwriting, George
Steinmetz tackles this question through a brilliant cross-cultural analysis of German colonialism, leading to a
new conceptualization of the colonial state and postcolonial theory. Steinmetz uncovers the roots of colonial
behavior in precolonial European ethnographies, where the Hereros were portrayed as cruel and inhuman,
the Samoans were idealized as “noble savages,” and depictions of Chinese culture were mixed. The effects
of status competition among colonial officials, colonizers’ identification with their subjects, and the different
strategies of cooperation and resistance offered by the colonized are also scrutinized in this deeply nuanced
and ambitious comparative history.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Devil's Handwriting:
Precoloniality and the German Colonial State in Qingdao, Samoa, and Southwest Africa (Chicago Studies in
Practices of Meaning) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable
book with you?

Joyce Adam:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Devil's
Handwriting: Precoloniality and the German Colonial State in Qingdao, Samoa, and Southwest Africa
(Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer
in this era. The actual book untitled The Devil's Handwriting: Precoloniality and the German Colonial State
in Qingdao, Samoa, and Southwest Africa (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning)is the main one of
several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Ruth McGrath:

The book untitled The Devil's Handwriting: Precoloniality and the German Colonial State in Qingdao,
Samoa, and Southwest Africa (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Thomas Major:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top



record in your reading list is usually The Devil's Handwriting: Precoloniality and the German Colonial State
in Qingdao, Samoa, and Southwest Africa (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning). This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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