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The Platonic Tradition - Plato's Contribution to Western Civilization “And we should consider that God gave
the sovereign part of the human soul to be the divinity of each one of us...and inasmuch as we are a plant not
of an earthly but of a heavenly growth, raises us from earth to our kindred who are in heaven” (Plato
Timaeus 90a) 1 Such are the words of Plato in his Timaeus. The dialogues of Plato are the source of all of
Western Spirituality, yet we hardly know him. He has been followed, studied, loved and adored by those
who are aware of what he brought to humanity. Constantine Ritter, the great German Platonist who died in
1936, ended his condensed book on Plato with these words: “In this I tried briefly to characterize Plato’s
meaning for all time. To me, he is a philosopher second to none; an artist of first rank; a man favored by God
as few others have been; unforgettable for all time; releasing spiritual powers which have been a blessing to
many and which will continue to be a blessing for all time.”2 Yet, for the great majority of humanity,
including those trained in theology, have never met the man, Plato, and many of those who have met him
have misread him, criticized him unfairly, and in some cases put him in hell, as did Dante in his Divine
Comedy. His philosophy is in the very air we breathe and is the oxygen of our spiritual being, yet we do not
even notice him. This was stated well by Alfred Edward Taylor in his Platonism and its Influence in these
words: “If we sometimes underestimate our debt in these matters to Plato, it is only because Platonic ideas
have become so completely part and parcel of our best tradition in morals and religion. His influence, like
the pressure of the atmosphere, goes undetected because we never really get free from it.”3 The final
introductory quotation I shall give in summary are the words of Alfred North Whitehead in his Process and
Reality. “The safest general characterization of European philosophical tradition is that it consists of a series
of footnotes to Plato.”4 Whoever you are, a philosopher or a spiritual minister, remember, honor to whom
honor is due, you are a footnote to Plato, and in that you are indeed fortunate.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Platonic Tradition:
Plato's Contribution to Western Civilization. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Martina Smith:

The book The Platonic Tradition: Plato's Contribution to Western Civilization has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Delmar Stingley:

The Platonic Tradition: Plato's Contribution to Western Civilization can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing The Platonic Tradition: Plato's Contribution to Western Civilization although doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Tony Reed:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like newspaper,
magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by
that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for the The
Platonic Tradition: Plato's Contribution to Western Civilization when you desired it?
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