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Too often, Wallace Hettle points out, studies of politics in the nineteenth-century South reinforce a view of
the Democratic Party that is frozen in time on the eve of Fort Sumter—a deceptively high point of white
racial solidarity. Avoiding such a "Civil War synthesis," The Peculiar Democracy illuminates the link
between the Jacksonian political culture that dominated antebellum debate and the notorious infighting of the
Confederacy. Hettle shows that war was the greatest test of populist Democratic Party rhetoric that
emphasized the shared interests of white men, slaveholder and nonslaveholder alike.

The Peculiar Democracy analyzes antebellum politics in terms of the connections between slavery,
manhood, and the legacies of Jefferson and Jackson. It then looks at the secession crisis through the anxieties
felt by Democratic politicians who claimed concern for the interests of both slaveholders and
nonslaveholders. At the heart of the book is a collective biography of five individuals whose stories highlight
the limitations of democratic political culture in a society dominated by the "peculiar institution." Through
narratives informed by recent scholarship on gender, honor, class, and the law, Hettle profiles South
Carolina's Francis W. Pickens, Georgia's Joseph Brown, Alabama's Jeremiah Clemens, Virginia's John
Rutherfoord, and Mississippi's Jefferson Davis.

The Civil War stories presented in The Peculiar Democracy illuminate the political and sometimes personal
tragedy of men torn between a political culture based on egalitarian rhetoric and the wartime imperatives to
defend slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Sang O\'Connor:

The book Peculiar Democracy: Southern Democrats in Peace and Civil War can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a
book Peculiar Democracy: Southern Democrats in Peace and Civil War? A few of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Peculiar Democracy: Southern Democrats in Peace and Civil
War has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Penny Risley:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Peculiar Democracy: Southern
Democrats in Peace and Civil War had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Peculiar Democracy: Southern
Democrats in Peace and Civil War is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship using the book Peculiar Democracy: Southern Democrats in Peace and Civil War. You never
feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Michael Kenney:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Peculiar Democracy: Southern
Democrats in Peace and Civil War, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Douglas Johnson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Peculiar Democracy: Southern Democrats in
Peace and Civil War reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Peculiar Democracy:
Southern Democrats in Peace and Civil War as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content.
This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional



sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.
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