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In Binding Earth and Heaven, Gary Shepherd and Gordon Shepherd use early nineteenth-century
Mormonism as a case study to examine questions about how new religious movements may, as rare
exceptions, survive and even eventually become successful in spite of intense opposition. Initial scorn and
contempt for Mormonism—the fledgling creation of the young Joseph Smith—quickly elevated to mob
violence as both Smith’s innovative teachings and converted followers proliferated, resulting in the widely
held perception that the Mormons constituted a social menace. This book examines how Mormonism
attracted and maintained the loyalty of increasing numbers of people despite mounting hostilities and severe
hardships.

The book focuses on the unique Mormon ritual (and accompanying doctrinal underpinnings) of “patriarchal
blessings.” Patriarchal blessings were an innovative adaptation of the Old Testament practice of fathers
making quasi-legal pronouncements over the heads of their sons—a way of verbally conferring rights,
promises, admonition, and guidance to heirs. Binding Earth and Heaven shows how the organizational
complexities of this practice contributed to strengthening and sustaining member faith and fealty, thereby
bolstering the continuity and development of Mormonism.
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From reader reviews:

Tyler Woodley:

This book untitled Binding Earth and Heaven: Patriarchal Blessings in the Prophetic Development of Early
Mormonism to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or
you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily
to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this
guide from your list.

Mary Kerr:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Binding Earth and Heaven: Patriarchal
Blessings in the Prophetic Development of Early Mormonism can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Annie Fowler:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This guide Binding Earth and Heaven: Patriarchal Blessings in the
Prophetic Development of Early Mormonism was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Calvin Copher:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this
Binding Earth and Heaven: Patriarchal Blessings in the Prophetic Development of Early Mormonism can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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