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Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, W.E.B. DuBois, Zora Neale Hurston, Malcolm X—their words speak
firmly, eloquently, personally of the impact of white America on the lives of African-Americans. Black
autobiographical discourses, from the earliest slave narratives to the most contemporary urban raps, have
each in their own way gauged and confronted the character of white society. For Crispin Sartwell, as
philosopher, cultural critic, and white male, these texts, through their exacting insights and external
perspective, provide a rare opportunity, a means of glimpsing and gaining access to contents and core of
white identity.

There is, Sartwell contends, a fundamental elusiveness to that identity. Whiteness defines itself as normative,
as a neutral form of the human condition, marking all other forms of identity as "racial" or "ethnic"
deviations. Invisible to itself, white identity seeks to define its essence over and against those other identities,
in effect defining itself through opposition and oppression. By maintaining fictions of black licentiousness,
violence, and corruption, white identity is able to cast itself as humane, benevolent, and pure; the stereotype
fabricates not only the oppressed but the oppressor as well. Sartwell argues that African-American
autobiography perceives white identity from a particular and unique vantage point; one that is
knowledgeable and intimate, yet fundamentally removed from the white world and thus unencumbered by its
obfuscating claims to normativity.

Throughout this provocative work, Sartwell steadfastly recognizes the many ways in which he too is
implicated in the formulation and perpetuation of racial attitudes and discourse. In Act Like You Know, he
challenges both himself and others to take a long, hard look in the mirror of African-American
autobiography, and to find there, in the light of those narratives, the visible features of white identity.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Act Like You Know: African-American Autobiography and White
Identity.

Edmond Pounds:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Act Like You Know: African-
American Autobiography and White Identity that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick Act Like You Know: African-American Autobiography
and White Identity become your current starter.

Rosalie Cox:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Act Like You Know: African-American Autobiography and White
Identity this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal
all of you.

Donald Freeman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Act Like You Know:
African-American Autobiography and White Identity which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this



book? Let's find.
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