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The Judeo-Christian tradition has had a profound impact on Western civilization and in particular on
Western art. From the flying buttresses and soaring vaults of the Gothic cathedral, to Michelangelo's
powerfully rendered frescoes in the Sistine Chapel, to the great bronze baptistery doors in Florence, to Marc
Chagall's majestic tapestries for the Knesset in Jerusalem, biblical stories and Christian themes form an
integral part in our artistic heritage. But today, a lack of knowledge of the Bible and of Christian doctrine, as
well as of church history and of ritual, frequently prevents us from understanding--and appreciating--much of
the greatest art that has ever been created.
Exquisitely designed and lavishly illustrated--with over 200 pictures, including 16 color plates--The Oxford
Companion to Christian Art and Architecture offers a goldmine of information on the Judeo-Christian
tradition as it applies to Western art. Here are over 1700 alphabetical entries that cover everything from
Adam and Eve and the Good Samaritan, to Illuminated Books and Rose Windows, to the great popes and
emperors who patronized the arts, to the major artists whose work reflects Judeo-Christian themes. Indeed,
readers will find entries on virtually every aspect of the topic: detailed essays on periods and styles in art and
architecture, from the Byzantine and the Coptic, to the Gothic, the Romanesque, and the Renaissance;
biographical entries on major artists (Giotto, Fra Angelico, Donatello, Michelangelo, Raphael, Leonardo da
Vinci, Titian, Rubens, and many more), on saints, popes, and patrons (including Saints Peter, Paul, Jerome,
and Sebastian, Popes Urban VIII and Clement VII, and Emperors Charlemagne and Constantine) and on
major biblical figures (such as Moses and Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Salome and Bathsheba); and briefer
entries on icons and symbols (rainbow, dove, the Wheel of Fortune); on art forms influenced by Christian
ideas (stained glass, mosaics, frescoes, altarpieces, and rose windows); and on general beliefs (the liturgical
year, colors, vessels, Holy Week, and much more). And throughout the book, the Murrays continually
interconnect the religious and the artistic. When discussing Moses, for instance, after providing an engaging
account of his life, they examine the many works of art that feature Moses (they even explain why
Michelangelo's Moses depicts him with "horns" on his head). Likewise, in the entry on Rembrandt (whom
the Murrays call "the greatest religious painter in the Protestant tradition"), the authors focus on Rembrandt's
religious works and describe how they reflect Protestant views (haloes are extremely rare, for instance, and
"Catholic" subjects such as martyrdom are completely absent). Finally, the authors provide an informative
glossary of architectural terms, and conclude with an extensive bibliography based on the Murrays' own
personal library of art books.
Attractively illustrated, wide ranging, and informative, The Oxford Companion to Christian Art and
Architecture is a unique resource on a major aspect of Western art. It is an essential work for museum-goers
and for all lovers of fine painting, sculpture, and architecture.
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From reader reviews:

Thad Whitehead:

Here thing why this particular The Oxford Companion to Christian Art and Architecture are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which
is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Oxford Companion to Christian Art and Architecture giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication
that similar with The Oxford Companion to Christian Art and Architecture. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home
by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Oxford
Companion to Christian Art and Architecture in e-book can be your substitute.

Erwin Fast:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Oxford
Companion to Christian Art and Architecture, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Tracey Cook:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book The Oxford Companion to Christian Art and Architecture was filled regarding
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Tony Reed:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
you actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference
book, fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the The Oxford Companion to Christian Art and Architecture when you
necessary it?
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