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We know little about the lives and thoughts of white women in the antebellum South, and for many years
students of the period have waited for a broadly based sampling of their writings. In Our Common Affairs,
supplying this need, Joan E. Cashin has assembled 125 documents that explore the lives of these women in
their own words. Cashin has selected excerpts from letters, diaries, wills, recipe books, and advice
literaturemost never before publishedand drawn from sources in every Southern state. Her subjects include
the wives of planters, merchants, professionals, artisans, and yeoman farmers.

Organized into six topical chaptersfamily life, friendship, work, race relations, and the secession crisisthese
writings illuminate the experience of white Southern women as never before. In an introductory essay that
critically reviews the historiography of the last thirty years, Cashin argues that white women in the slave
South created their own distinctive culture, a "culture of resignation" that, unlike that of their Northern
counterparts, accepted inequity and refrained from political activity.

Our Common Affairs examines the strong ties women developed among female kinfolk and friends; their
troubled relations with slaves, especially female slaves; their frequent distaste for politics; and their mixed
but largely fearful reaction to secession. The documents emphasize the pressing daily responsibilities these
women faced and reveal their authors as flawed, complex, and wholly different from the stereotypes of
Southern women that persist in the popular imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Stewart:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South book is readable simply by
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected
with Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
such as it. So , do you still thinking Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Gwen Dawes:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Our Common
Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.

Jessie Loudermilk:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South can make you sense
more interested to read.

Josette Leonard:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the
Old South to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like
to open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the
Old South can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of their time.
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