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Renowned scholar Alan Segal offers startlingly new insights into the origins of rabbinic Judaism and
Christianity. These twin descendants of Hebrew heritage shared the same social, cultural, and ideological
context, as well as the same minority status, in the first century of the common era.Through skillful
application of social science theories to ancient Western thought, including Judaism, Hellenism, early
Christianity, and a host of other sectarian beliefs, Segal reinterprets some of the most important events of
Jewish and Christian life in the Roman world. For example, he finds:

--That the concept of myth, as it related to covenant, was a central force of Jewish life. The Torah was the
embodiment of covenant both for Jews living in exile and for the Jewish community in Israel.

--That the Torah legitimated all native institutions at the time of Jesus, even though the Temple, Sanhedrin,
and Synagogue, as well as the concepts of messiah and resurrection, were profoundly affected by Hellenism.
Both rabbinic Judaism and Christianity necessarily relied on the Torah to authenticate their claim on Jewish
life.--That the unique cohesion of early Christianity, assuring its phenomenal success in the Hellenistic
world, was assisted by the Jewish practices of apocalypticism, conversion, and rejection of civic ritual.

--That the concept of acculturation clarifies the Maccabean revolt, the rise of Christianity, and the emergence
of rabbinic Judaism.--That contemporary models of revolution point to the place of Jesus as a radical.--That
early rabbinism grew out of the attempts of middle-class Pharisees to reach a higher sacred status in Judea
while at the same time maintaining their cohesion through ritual purity. --That the dispute between Judaism
and Christianity reflects a class conflict over the meaning of covenant. The rising turmoil between Jews and
Christians affected the development of both rabbinic Judaism and Christianity, as each tried to preserve the
partly destroyed culture of Judea by becoming a religion. Both attempted to take the best of Judean and
Hellenistic society without giving up the essential aspects of Israelite life. Both spiritualized old national
symbols of the covenant and practices that consolidated power after the disastrous wars with Rome. The
separation between Judaism and Christianity, sealed in magic, monotheism, law, and universalism, fractured
what remained of the shared symbolic life of Judea, leaving Judaism and Christianity to fulfill the biblical
demands of their god in entirely different ways.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Rebecca's Children: Judaism and Christianity in the
Roman World is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Charles Smith:

Rebecca's Children: Judaism and Christianity in the Roman World can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Rebecca's Children: Judaism and
Christianity in the Roman World nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Pearl Norris:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. Rebecca's Children: Judaism and Christianity in the Roman World can be
your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Albert Matthews:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Rebecca's Children: Judaism and Christianity in the Roman World we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book
Rebecca's Children: Judaism and Christianity in the Roman World. You can more desirable than now.
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