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Descendants of indentured laborers brought from India to the Caribbean between 1845 and 1917 comprise
more than forty percent of Trinidad’s population today. While many Indo-Trinidadians identify themselves
as Indian, what “Indian” signifies—about nationalism, gender, culture, caste, race, and religion—in the
Caribbean is different from what it means on the subcontinent. Yet the ways that “Indianness” is conceived
of and performed in India and in Trinidad have historically been, and remain, intimately related. Offering an
innovative analysis of how ideas of Indian identity negotiated within the Indian diaspora in Trinidad affect
cultural identities “back home,” Tejaswini Niranjana models a necessary project: comparative research
across the global South, scholarship that decenters the “first world” West as the referent against which
postcolonial subjects understand themselves and are understood by others.

Niranjana draws on nineteenth-century travel narratives, anthropological and historical studies of Trinidad,
Hindi film music, and the lyrics, performance, and reception of chutney-soca and calypso songs to argue that
perceptions of Indian female sexuality in Trinidad have long been central to the formation and disruption of
dominant narratives of nationhood, modernity, and normative sexuality in India. She illuminates debates in
India about “the woman question” as they played out in the early-twentieth-century campaign against
indentured servitude in the tropics. In so doing, she reveals India’s disavowal of the indentured
woman—viewed as morally depraved by her forced labor in Trinidad—as central to its own anticolonial
struggle. Turning to the present, Niranjana looks to Trinidad’s most dynamic site of cultural negotiation:
popular music. She describes how contested ideas of Indian femininity are staged by contemporary
Trinidadian musicians—male and female, of both Indian and African descent—in genres ranging from new
hybrids like chutney-soca to the older but still vibrant music of Afro-Caribbean calypso.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Vazquez:

The book Mobilizing India: Women, Music, and Migration between India and Trinidad can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Mobilizing India: Women, Music, and Migration between India and Trinidad? Some of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Mobilizing India: Women, Music,
and Migration between India and Trinidad has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Eddie Horton:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Mobilizing India: Women, Music, and
Migration between India and Trinidad book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ruth Barr:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Mobilizing India: Women, Music, and Migration
between India and Trinidad can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book
you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Mobilizing
India: Women, Music, and Migration between India and Trinidad.

Kenneth Matson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this
Mobilizing India: Women, Music, and Migration between India and Trinidad.
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