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How can we account for the power of ritual? This is the guiding question of Black Critics and Kings, which
examines how Yoruba forms of ritual and knowledge shape politics, history, and resistance against the state.
Focusing on "deep" knowledge in Yoruba cosmology as an interpretive space for configuring difference,
Andrew Apter analyzes ritual empowerment as an essentially critical practice, one that revises authoritative
discourses of space, time, gender, and sovereignty to promote political—-and even violent—-change.

Documenting the development of a Yoruba kingdom from its nineteenth-century genesis to Nigeria's 1983
elections and subsequent military coup, Apter identifies the central role of ritual in reconfiguring power
relations both internally and in relation to wider political arenas. What emerges is an ethnography of an
interpretive vision that has broadened the horizons of local knowledge to embrace Christianity, colonialism,
class formation, and the contemporary Nigerian state. In this capacity, Yoruba òrìsà worship remains a
critical site of response to hegemonic interventions.

With sustained theoretical argument and empirical rigor, Apter answers critical anthropologists who
interrogate the possibility of ethnography. He reveals how an indigenous hermeneutics of power is put into
ritual practice—-with multiple voices, self-reflexive awareness, and concrete political results. Black Critics
and Kings eloquently illustrates the ethnographic value of listening to the voice of the other, with
implications extending beyond anthropology to engage leading debates in black critical theory.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Black Critics and Kings: The Hermeneutics
of Power in Yoruba Society. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a book Black Critics and Kings: The Hermeneutics of Power in Yoruba Society. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to
go to the library. Let's study.

Carole Houston:

The feeling that you get from Black Critics and Kings: The Hermeneutics of Power in Yoruba Society will
be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Black Critics and Kings: The
Hermeneutics of Power in Yoruba Society giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author
of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this specific Black Critics and Kings: The Hermeneutics of Power in
Yoruba Society instantly.

Eli Gaddy:

This Black Critics and Kings: The Hermeneutics of Power in Yoruba Society is completely new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest
in reading this Black Critics and Kings: The Hermeneutics of Power in Yoruba Society can be the light food
for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Arthur Johnson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social



including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Black Critics and Kings: The Hermeneutics of Power in Yoruba Society when you essential it?
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