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Between 1846 and 1873, California’s Indian population plunged from perhaps 150,000 to 30,000. Benjamin
Madley is the first historian to uncover the full extent of the slaughter, the involvement of state and federal
officials, the taxpayer dollars that supported the violence, indigenous resistance, who did the killing, and why
the killings ended. This deeply researched book is a comprehensive and chilling history of an American
genocide.
  
Madley describes pre-contact California and precursors to the genocide before explaining how the Gold
Rush stirred vigilante violence against California Indians. He narrates the rise of a state-sanctioned killing
machine and the broad societal, judicial, and political support for genocide. Many participated: vigilantes,
volunteer state militiamen, U.S. Army soldiers, U.S. congressmen, California governors, and others. The
state and federal governments spent at least $1,700,000 on campaigns against California Indians. Besides
evaluating government officials’ culpability, Madley considers why the slaughter constituted genocide and
how other possible genocides within and beyond the Americas might be investigated using the methods
presented in this groundbreaking book.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Campanelli:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the An American
Genocide: The United States and the California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-1873 (The Lamar Series in
Western History) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Eva Burton:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take An American Genocide: The United States and the
California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) as your daily resource
information.

Karen Chan:

The reserve untitled An American Genocide: The United States and the California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-
1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study
when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of An American Genocide: The United States and the California Indian
Catastrophe, 1846-1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) from the publisher to make you more enjoy
free time.

Carole Clark:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this An American Genocide: The United
States and the California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) guide
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism An American Genocide: The United States and the
California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) as good book not only by



the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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