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The question of how U.S. foreign policy should manage relations with autocratic governments, particularly
in the Caribbean and Latin America, has always been difficult and complex. In The Dictator Next Door Eric
Paul Roorda focuses on the relations between the U.S. and the Dominican Republic following Rafael
Trujillo’s seizure of power in 1930. Examining the transition from the noninterventionist policies of the
Hoover administration to Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor policy, Roorda blends diplomatic history with analyses
of domestic politics in both countries not only to explore the political limits of American hegemony but to
provide an in-depth view of a crucial period in U.S. foreign relations.
Although Trujillo’s dictatorship was enabled by prior U.S. occupation of the Dominican Republic, the
brutality of his regime and the reliance on violence and vanity to sustain his rule was an untenable offense to
many in the U.S. diplomatic community, as well as to certain legislators, journalists, and bankers. Many U.S.
military officers and congressmen, however—impressed by the civil order and extensive infrastructure the
dictator established—comprised an increasingly powerful Dominican lobby. What emerges is a picture of
Trujillo at the center of a crowded stage of international actors and a U.S. government that, despite events
such as Trujillo’s 1937 massacre of 12,000 Haitians, was determined to foster alliances with any government
that would oppose its enemies as the world moved toward war.
Using previously untapped records, privately held papers, and unpublished photographs, Roorda
demonstrates how caution, confusion, and conflicting goals marked U.S. relations with Trujillo and set the
tone for the ambivalent Cold War relations that prevailed until Trujillo’s assassination in 1961. The Dictator
Next Door will interest Latin Americanists, historians, political scientists, and specialists in international
relations and diplomacy.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Jefferson:

The book The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican
Republic, 1930-1945 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Dictator Next Door:
The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American
Encounters/Global Interactions)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican
Republic, 1930-1945 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Ricardo Bishop:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor
Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American Encounters/Global
Interactions), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Jonathan Carney:

The book untitled The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the
Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous
author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you
can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have
a nice learn.

Eric Kinlaw:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most



beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of
book The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican
Republic, 1930-1945 (American Encounters/Global Interactions). Contain your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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