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This book addresses two issues related to the structure of local government: the determinants of
consolidation and the potential impact of consolidation on local government spending. This is a narrow
undertaking and leaves important elements of local government reform for future analysis. The study's
primary foci are examining the factors that influence city-county consolidation, considering the impact of
city-county consolidation on local government spending, and estimating the potential savings that could
result from the scale economies and efficiency gains from consolidating local government units. While other
regions of the United States are considered in this study, but the analysis focuses primarily on the Midwest
where population declines and changes in the employment base and state policies (such as property tax caps
in Indiana) have had dramatic effects on the fiscal viability of local governments. The current economic
climate, along with policy changes related to property tax restructuring in many states, has led to substantial
reductions in local governments' budgets. As a result, many local governments are in crisis and are
considering some level of consolidation. Statistical methods and data on consolidation referendum attempts
in the United States since 1970 are used to test whether governments that have consolidated (i.e., voters
approved the consolidation referendum) had higher spending prior to their consolidation (as measured by
local government employment rates, payrolls, and expenditures) compared to the average local government
in the state. The effects of city-county consolidation are explored; using consolidation referendum data, the
impact of consolidation on local government employment rates, payrolls, and expenditures is examined. The
influence of consolidation on economic development is also investigated with some interesting results. The
study also used two methods to estimate the savings from government consolidation and presents aggregate
models to examine the potential savings from economies of scale and efficiency improvements. The book
also helpfully provides a helpful discussion of the economies of scale and efficiency for several functional
areas, including police and fire protection, sewerage, solid waste, public welfare, administration, health,
education, and libraries. This book will be an essential resource for political scientists and policy makers
interested in American government. Written in a highly accessible manner, it will also be a valuable read for
students and general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Holt:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Local
Government Consolidation in the United States, Student Edition suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Local Government Consolidation in the
United States, Student Editionis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Steven Richardson:

Often the book Local Government Consolidation in the United States, Student Edition has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Phyllis Greenfield:

You can find this Local Government Consolidation in the United States, Student Edition by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.

Patti Wooden:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the Local Government Consolidation in the United States, Student Edition when
you necessary it?
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