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Historians often rely on a handful of unusual cases to illustrate the absence of free speech in the colonies
such as that of Richard Barnes, who had his arms broken and a hole bored through his tongue for seditious
words against the governor of Virginia. In this definitive and accessible work, Larry Eldridge convincingly
debunks this view by revealing surprising evidence of free speech in early America. Using the court records
of every American colony that existed before 1700 and an analysis of over 1,200 seditious speech cases
sifted from those records, A Distant Heritage shows how colonists experienced a dramatic expansion during
the seventeenth century of their freedom to criticize government and its officials. Exploring important
changes in the roles of juries and appeals, the nature of prosecution and punishment, and the pattern of
growing leniency, Eldridge also shows us why this expansion occurred when it did. He concludes that the
ironic combination of tumult and destabilization on the one hand, and steady growth and development on the
other, made colonists more willing to criticize authority openly and officials less able to prevent it. That, in
turn, established a foundation for the more celebrated flowering of colonial dissent against English authority
in the eighteenth century. Steeped in primary sources and richly narrated, this is an invaluable addition to the
library of anyone interested in legal history, colonial America, or the birth of free speech in the United
States.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Reed:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech
in Early America will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Thomas Carroll:

Here thing why this kind of A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech in Early America are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech in Early
America giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
guide that similar with A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech in Early America. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech in Early America in e-book can be your alternative.

Elaine Rochelle:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech in Early America book is readable
by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer involving A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech in Early America content conveys the idea
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech
in Early America is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Teresa Bradshaw:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top checklist in your reading list will be A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech in
Early America. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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