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Scholars have long recognized that narrative suspense dominates the formal dynamics of nineteenth-century
British fiction, both high and low. But few have asked why suspense played such a crucial role in the
Victorian novel?and in Victorian culture more broadly. The Serious Pleasures of Suspense argues that a
startling array of nineteenth-century thinkers?from John Ruskin and Michael Faraday to Charlotte Brontë
and Wilkie Collins ?saw suspense as the perfect vehicle for a radically new approach to knowledge that they
called "realism." Although by convention suspense has belonged to the realm of sensational mysteries and
gothic horrors, and realism to the world of sober, reformist, middle-class domesticity, the two were in fact
inextricably intertwined. The real was defined precisely as that which did not belong to the mind, that which
stood separate from patterns of thought and belief. In order to get at the truth of the real, readers would have
to learn to suspend their judgment. Suspenseful plots were the ideal vehicles for disseminating this
experience of doubt, training readers to pause before leaping to conclusions.

Far from being merely low or sensational, the mysteries of many plotted texts were intended to introduce
readers to a rigorous epistemological training borrowed from science. And far from being complacently
conservative, suspense was deliberately employed to encourage a commitment to skepticism and uncertainty.
In The Serious Pleasures of Suspense, Caroline Levine argues convincingly that the nineteenth-century
critics were not wrong about suspense: the classic readerly text was indeed far more writerly?dynamic,
critical, questioning, and indeterminate?than modern critics have been inclined to imagine.

Offering original readings of canonical texts, including Jane Eyre, Great Expectations, The Moonstone, and
The Picture of Dorian Gray, and drawing on a range of historical sources, from popular fiction and art
criticism to the philosophy of science and scientific biography, Levine combines narrative theory and the
history of ideas to offer a stunning rereading of nineteenth-century realism.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book The Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian Realism and
Narrative Doubt (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) has been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book The
Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian Realism and Narrative Doubt (Victorian Literature and Culture
Series) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book
The Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian Realism and Narrative Doubt (Victorian Literature and Culture
Series). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Brenda Wright:

The book The Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian Realism and Narrative Doubt (Victorian Literature
and Culture Series) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage.
The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Jerry Thomas:

The book untitled The Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian Realism and Narrative Doubt (Victorian
Literature and Culture Series) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with
easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that.
The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You
can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Cassandra Sanderson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian
Realism and Narrative Doubt (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian Realism and
Narrative Doubt (Victorian Literature and Culture Series).
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