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A History of Preaching brings together narrative history and primary sources to provide the most
comprehensive guide available to the story of the church's ministry of proclamation.

Bringing together an impressive array of familiar and lesser-known figures, Edwards paints a detailed,
compelling picture of what it has meant to preach the gospel. Pastors, scholars, and students of homiletics
will find here many opportunities to enrich their understanding and practice of preaching.

Volume 1, appearing in the print edition, contains Edwards's magisterial retelling of the story of Christian
preaching's development from its Hellenistic and Jewish roots in the New Testament, through the late-
twentieth century's discontent with outdated forms and emphasis on new modes of preaching such as
narrative. Along the way the author introduces us to the complexities and contributions of preachers, both
with whom we are already acquainted, and to whom we will be introduced here for the first time. Origen,
Chrysostom, Augustine, Bernard, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Edwards, Rauschenbusch, Barth; all of
their distinctive contributions receive careful attention. Yet lesser-known figures and developments also
appear, from the ninth-century reform of preaching championed by Hrabanus Maurus, to the reference books
developed in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries by the mendicant orders to assist their members'
preaching, to Howell Harris and Daniel Rowlands, preachers of the eighteenth-century Welsh revival, to
Helen Kenyon, speaking as a layperson at the 1950 Yale Beecher lectures about the view of preaching from
the pew.

Volume 2, contained on the enclosed CD-ROM, contains primary source material on preaching drawn from
the entire scope of the church's twenty centuries. The author has written an introduction to each selection,
placing it in its historical context and pointing to its particular contribution. Each chapter in Volume 2 is
geared to its companion chapter in Volume 1's narrative history.

Ecumenical in scope, fair-minded in presentation, appreciative of the contributions that all the branches of
the church have made to the story of what it means to develop, deliver, and listen to a sermon, A History of
Preaching will be the definitive resource for anyone who wishes to preach or to understand preaching's role
in living out the gospel.

"...'This work is expected to be the standard text on preaching for the next 30 years,' says Ann K. Riggs, who
staffs the NCC's Faith and Order Commission. Author Edwards, former professor of preaching at Seabury-
Western Theological Seminary, is co-moderator of the commission, which studies church-uniting and
church-dividing issues.

'A History of Preaching is ecumenical in scope and will be relevant in all our churches; we all participate in
this field,' says Riggs...." from EcuLink, Number 65, Winter 2004-2005 published by the National Council of
Churches
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From reader reviews:

Lucia Morrone:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled A History of Preaching. Try to make book A History of Preaching as
your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jason Manuel:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book A History of Preaching.
All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

John Dinwiddie:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this A History of
Preaching, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a book.

David Bruce:

Often the book A History of Preaching has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.
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