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In 1974, not long after developing the first universal optical character recognition technology, Raymond
Kurzweil struck up a conversation with a blind man on a flight. Kurzweil explained that he was searching for
a use for his new software. The blind man expressed interest: One of the frustrating obstacles that blind
people grappled with, he said, was that no computer program could translate text into speech. Inspired by
this chance meeting, Kurzweil decided that he must put his new innovation to work to "overcome this
principal handicap of blindness." By 1976, he had built a working prototype, which he dubbed the Kurzweil
Reading Machine.

This type of innovation demonstrated the possibilities of computers to dramatically improve the lives of
people living with disabilities. In Making Computers Accessible, Elizabeth R. Petrick tells the compelling
story of how computer engineers and corporations gradually became aware of the need to make computers
accessible for all people. Motivated by user feedback and prompted by legislation such as the Americans
with Disabilities Act, which offered the promise of equal rights via technological accommodation,
companies developed sophisticated computerized devices and software to bridge the accessibility gap.

People with disabilities, Petrick argues, are paradigmatic computer users, demonstrating the personal
computer’s potential to augment human abilities and provide for new forms of social, professional, and
political participation. Bridging the history of technology, science and technology studies, and disability
studies, this book traces the psychological, cultural, and economic evolution of a consumer culture aimed at
individuals with disabilities, who increasingly rely on personal computers to make their lives richer and more
interconnected.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Logan:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and important the book Making Computers Accessible: Disability Rights and
Digital Technology. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Peter Cox:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find guide that need more time to be learn. Making Computers Accessible: Disability Rights and Digital
Technology can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time
problems.

Matthew McDaniel:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Making Computers
Accessible: Disability Rights and Digital Technology which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Cheri Turner:

You can obtain this Making Computers Accessible: Disability Rights and Digital Technology by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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