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For many Americans, the Midwest is a vast unknown. In Remaking the Heartland, Robert Wuthnow sets out
to rectify this. He shows how the region has undergone extraordinary social transformations over the past
half-century and proven itself surprisingly resilient in the face of such hardships as the Great Depression and
the movement of residents to other parts of the country. He examines the heartland's reinvention throughout
the decades and traces the social and economic factors that have helped it to survive and prosper.

Wuthnow points to the critical strength of the region's social institutions established between 1870 and 1950-
-the market towns, farmsteads, one-room schoolhouses, townships, rural cooperatives, and manufacturing
centers that have adapted with the changing times. He focuses on farmers' struggles to recover from the
Great Depression well into the 1950s, the cultural redefinition and modernization of the region's image that
occurred during the 1950s and 1960s, the growth of secondary and higher education, the decline of small
towns, the redeployment of agribusiness, and the rapid expansion of edge cities. Drawing his arguments from
extensive interviews and evidence from the towns and counties of the Midwest, Wuthnow provides a unique
perspective as both an objective observer and someone who grew up there.

Remaking the Heartland offers an accessible look at the humble yet strong foundations that have allowed the
region to endure undiminished.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Bostic:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Remaking the Heartland: Middle America since
the 1950s is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Josefina Smith:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Remaking the Heartland:
Middle America since the 1950s is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Larry Gregg:

The reason why? Because this Remaking the Heartland: Middle America since the 1950s is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Karin Decker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Remaking the Heartland:
Middle America since the 1950s.
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