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This book addresses two issues related to the structure of local government: the determinants of
consolidation and the potential impact of consolidation on local government spending. This is a narrow
undertaking and leaves important elements of local government reform for future analysis. The study's
primary foci are examining the factors that influence city-county consolidation, considering the impact of
city-county consolidation on local government spending, and estimating the potential savings that could
result from the scale economies and efficiency gains from consolidating local government units. While other
regions of the United States are considered in this study, but the analysis focuses primarily on the Midwest
where population declines and changes in the employment base and state policies (such as property tax caps
in Indiana) have had dramatic effects on the fiscal viability of local governments. The current economic
climate, along with policy changes related to property tax restructuring in many states, has led to substantial
reductions in local governments' budgets. As a result, many local governments are in crisis and are
considering some level of consolidation. Statistical methods and data on consolidation referendum attempts
in the United States since 1970 are used to test whether governments that have consolidated (i.e., voters
approved the consolidation referendum) had higher spending prior to their consolidation (as measured by
local government employment rates, payrolls, and expenditures) compared to the average local government
in the state. The effects of city-county consolidation are explored; using consolidation referendum data, the
impact of consolidation on local government employment rates, payrolls, and expenditures is examined. The
influence of consolidation on economic development is also investigated with some interesting results. The
study also used two methods to estimate the savings from government consolidation and presents aggregate
models to examine the potential savings from economies of scale and efficiency improvements. The book
also helpfully provides a helpful discussion of the economies of scale and efficiency for several functional
areas, including police and fire protection, sewerage, solid waste, public welfare, administration, health,
education, and libraries. This book will be an essential resource for political scientists and policy makers
interested in American government. Written in a highly accessible manner, it will also be a valuable read for
students and general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Ross:

Why? Because this Local Government Consolidation in the United States is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Kerry Erdman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Local Government Consolidation in the
United States book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Local Government Consolidation in the
United States as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can
break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Fred Prentice:

This Local Government Consolidation in the United States is new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Local
Government Consolidation in the United States can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Drew Dube:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Local Government Consolidation in the United States we can get more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the



best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Local Government
Consolidation in the United States. You can more appealing than now.
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