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Policymakers, medical practitioners, and the public alike face an increasingly bewildering flood of new and
often contradictory scientific studies on almost every topic. Whether the issue is the the best treatment for
breast cancer, the need for prenatal food programs to improve the health of poor infants and mothers, or the
ability of women to succeed in scientific professions, the healthy growth of modern science has at times done
more to stir up controversy than to establish reliable knowledge. But now scientists in several fields have
developed a sophisticated new methodology called meta-analysis to address this problem. By numerically
combining diverse research findings on a single question, meta-analysis can be used to identify their central
tendency and reach conclusions far more reliable than those of any single investigation.

How Science Takes Stock vividly tells the story of meta-analysis through the eyes of its architects and
champions, and chronicles its history, techniques, achievements, and controversies. Noted science author
Morton Hunt visits key practitioners and recounts their use of meta-analysis to resolve important scientific
puzzles and longstanding debates. Does psychotherapy work, and if so what form works best? Does spending
federal money on education really improve student performance? Can a single enzyme significantly decrease
the risk of heart attack? Do boot camps reduce juvenile delinquency? With each account, Hunt illustrates the
major components of the meta-analytic method, reveals strategies for resolving practical and theoretical
problems, and discusses the impact of meta-analysis on the science and policy communities. In many cases,
he demonstrates how meta-analysts have gone a step further to determine the causes of earlier discrepancies.
In this way they not only identify successful approaches to the question at hand, but also clarify the
conditions under which they will work best. Hunt also portrays the important but frequently controversial
business of doing meta-analysis for legislators and government agencies, particularly in sensitive areas of
social policy.

How Science Takes Stock demonstrates how the statistical techniques of meta-analysis produce more
accurate data than the standard literature review or the old-fashioned process of tallying up the results of
each scientific study as if they were votes in an election to decide the truth. Hunt also addresses issues of
quality control in each phase of the meta-analytic process, and answers skeptics who claim that the
dissimilarities between studies are often too significant for meta-analysis to be any more than an apples and
oranges approach. This volume conveys the power of meta-analysis to help social policymakers and health
professionals resolve their most pressing problems. How Science Takes Stock concludes with a discussion of
the future of meta-analysis that examines its potential for further refinements, its growth in the scientific
literature, and exciting new possibilities for its future use. An appendix by meta-analysis expert Harris
Cooper offers some finer points on the mechanics of conducting a meta-analytic investigation.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Kamp:

With other case, little people like to read book How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book
How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Gary Flint:

Here thing why this specific How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with
How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of How Science Takes Stock:
The Story of Meta-Analysis in e-book can be your alternate.

Van Gee:

The book How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis will bring you to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to
learn, this book very suitable to you. The book How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.

Amy Joshi:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them
is this How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis.
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