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The Spanish missions of California have long been misrepresented as places of benign and peaceful
coexistence between Franciscan friars and California Indians. In fact, the mission friars enslaved the
California Indians and treated them with deliberate cruelty. "A Cross of Thorns" describes the dark and
violent reality of Mission life. Beginning in 1769, California Indians were enticed into the missions, where
they and their descendents were imprisoned for 60 years of forced labor and daily beatings.

The chilling depictions of colonial cruelty in "A Cross of Thorns" are based on little known church and
Spanish government archives and letters written by the founder of California's mission, Friar Juniperro Serra
(who advocated the whipping of Mission Indians as a standard policy), and published first-hand accounts of
18th and 19th century travelers.

Tracing the history of Spanish colonization in California from its origins in Spain's 18th century economic
crisis to the legacy of racism and brutality that continues today, "A Cross of Thorns" is one of the most
thought-provoking books ever written on California history.
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From reader reviews:

Cinthia Beltran:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular A
Cross of Thorns: The Enslavement of California's Indians by the Spanish Missions is kind of book which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Alice Lawson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying A Cross of Thorns:
The Enslavement of California's Indians by the Spanish Missions that give your fun preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick A
Cross of Thorns: The Enslavement of California's Indians by the Spanish Missions become your own starter.

Florence Williams:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A Cross of Thorns: The Enslavement of
California's Indians by the Spanish Missions e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
question A Cross of Thorns: The Enslavement of California's Indians by the Spanish Missions as good book
not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its
cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Robert Shaw:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This A Cross of Thorns: The
Enslavement of California's Indians by the Spanish Missions is simple to create you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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