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From the beginning of the American Occupation in 1945 to the post-bubble period of the early 1990s,
popular music provided Japanese listeners with a much-needed release, channeling their desires, fears, and
frustrations into a pleasurable and fluid art. Pop music allowed Japanese artists and audiences to assume
various identities, reflecting the country's uncomfortable position under American hegemony and its
uncertainty within ever-shifting geopolitical realities.

In the first English-language study of this phenomenon, Michael K. Bourdaghs considers genres as diverse as
boogie-woogie, rockabilly, enka, 1960s rock and roll, 1970s new music, folk, and techno-pop. Reading these
forms and their cultural import through music, literary, and cultural theory, he introduces readers to the
sensual moods and meanings of modern Japan. As he unpacks the complexities of popular music production
and consumption, Bourdaghs interprets Japan as it worked through (or tried to forget) its imperial past. These
efforts grew even murkier as Japanese pop migrated to the nation's former colonies. In postwar Japan, pop
music both accelerated and protested the commodification of everyday life, challenged and reproduced
gender hierarchies, and insisted on the uniqueness of a national culture, even as it participated in an
increasingly integrated global marketplace.

Each chapter in Sayonara Amerika, Sayonara Nippon examines a single genre through a particular
theoretical lens: the relation of music to liberation; the influence of cultural mapping on musical
appreciation; the role of translation in transmitting musical genres around the globe; the place of noise in
music and its relation to historical change; the tenuous connection between ideologies of authenticity and
imitation; the link between commercial success and artistic integrity; and the function of melodrama.
Bourdaghs concludes with a look at recent Japanese pop music culture.
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From reader reviews:

Sadie McBride:

The experience that you get from Sayonara Amerika, Sayonara Nippon: A Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop
(Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide
inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand
but Sayonara Amerika, Sayonara Nippon: A Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop (Asia Perspectives: History,
Society, and Culture) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Sayonara
Amerika, Sayonara Nippon: A Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and
Culture) instantly.

Robert Shelby:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Sayonara Amerika, Sayonara Nippon: A Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop (Asia
Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Janelle Coe:

The book with title Sayonara Amerika, Sayonara Nippon: A Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop (Asia
Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Toni Sargent:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Sayonara Amerika, Sayonara Nippon: A
Geopolitical Prehistory of J-Pop (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) is simple bringing you
can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in



your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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