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Gardens for a Beautiful America, 1895- 1935, written by Sam Watters and published in collaboration with
the Library of Congress, presents for the first time 250 colored photographs of urban and suburban gardens
taken by Frances Benjamin Johnston- photographer of presidents, celebrity authors, tastemakers, and estates
of the County House Era.
At the opening of the 20th century, as artist and progressive, Johnston was front and center in the movement
to beautify America. Gilded Age industrialism had brought at new prosperity to life coast to coast, but at the
price of once pristine forests, rivers, and blue skies, wrecked by continental railroad building and factory
pollution in growing cities.
As guardians of home and community, wealthy women rallied clubs and societies to green America through
design and horticulture. To show all gardeners, rich and poor, what a garden should be, they turned to
Frances Benjamin Johnston.
Johnston s colored lantern slides have not been seen since the 1940s. They picture New York town house
yards, Long Island villas, California hillside terraces and plantations of the South identified by Watters over
years of research and travel.
Johnston produced each slide for illustrated lectures she presented to gardening women. Today, these hand-
painted miniatures on glass still resonate with her crusading message: garden the nation back to America the
Beautiful, one elm, one rose, one fountain and one boxwood terrace at a time. Preserve our wildflowers and
forests for future generations.
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Gardens for a
Beautiful America, 1895-1935. Photographs by Frances Benjamin Johnston book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in
it as you know.

Robert Hollinger:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Gardens for a Beautiful America, 1895-1935.
Photographs by Frances Benjamin Johnston can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to
you.

Robert Mills:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent all day every day to reading a book. The book Gardens for a Beautiful America, 1895-1935.
Photographs by Frances Benjamin Johnston it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Shawn Clay:

The book untitled Gardens for a Beautiful America, 1895-1935. Photographs by Frances Benjamin Johnston
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
written by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and



anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice read.
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