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The First Socialist Society is the compelling and often tragic history of what Soviet citizens have lived
through from 1917 to the present, told with great sympathy and perception. It ranges over the changing lives
of peasants, urban workers, and professionals; the interaction of Soviet autocrats with the people; the
character and role of religion, law, education, and literature within Soviet society; and the significance and
fate of various national groups. As the story unfolds, we come to understand how the ideas of Marxism have
been changed, taking on almost unrecognizable forms by unique political and economic circumstances.

Hosking's analysis of this vast and complex country begins by asking how it was that the first socialist
revolution took place in backward, autocratic Russia. Why were the Bolsheviks able to seize power and hold
on to it? The core of the book lies in the years of Stalin's rule: how did he exercise such unlimited power, and
how did the various strata of society survive and come to terms with his tyranny?

The later chapters recount Khrushchev's efforts to reform the worst features of Stalinism, and the
unpredictable effects of his attempts within the East European satellite countries, bringing out elements of
socialism that had been obscured or overlaid in the Soviet Union itself. And in the aftermath of the long
Brezhnev years of stagnation and corruption, the question is posed: can Soviet society find a way to modify
the rigidities inherited from the Stalinist past?
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Scuderi:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this First Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet Union
from Within.

Mildred Ralph:

The guide untitled First Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet Union from Within is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of First Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet Union from Within from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Beatrice Blakely:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be First Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet Union from
Within why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jason Buckley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book First Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet
Union from Within was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book First Socialist
Society: A History of the Soviet Union from Within has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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