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*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the crime and trial, including the confessions *Includes online
resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents "A superman ... is, on account
of certain superior qualities inherent in him, exempted from the ordinary laws which govern men. He is not
liable for anything he may do." – Richard Loeb There has been no shortage of shocking crimes and trials that
generated frenzied coverage across America, but few can lay claim to “crime of the century” like the murder
carried out by Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb in 1924. While studying as young adults at the prestigious
University of Chicago, Leopold and Loeb devised a meticulous plot to kidnap and murder a child while
managing to get away with ransom money, thereby perpetrating what they considered a “perfect crime.” On
May 21, they put their plan in motion and targeted 14 year old Bobby Franks, who had the misfortune of
being acquainted with Loeb. Franks was lured into a vehicle and brutally murdered before Leopold and Loeb
dumped his body 25 miles away. When attempts at ransom went awry almost immediately, Leopold and
Loeb tried to cover their tracks, only to have a special set of eyeglasses link Franks’ murder back to Leopold.
Barely less than a week after the murder, the “perfect crime” completely unraveled when Leopold and Loeb
were brought in for formal questioning and confessed. The crime was horrific enough, but the trial brought
even more attention to the case, and it touched on several crucial issues. Both young men cited the
philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche as a motivation for attempting to commit the crime and prove they were
better than the common man. As Leopold told his own attorney, "The killing was an experiment It is just as
easy to justify such a death as it is to justify an entomologist killing a beetle on a pin." Moreover, in addition
to the killers’ families hiring renowned defense lawyer Clarence Darrow, the crimes took place at a time
when various forms of media were becoming ever more popular, particularly radio and film. Thus, the trial
generated more coverage than just about any before it on the way to being billed as the “Trial of the
Century,” and Darrow did his best to prevent the boys from suffering the death penalty by citing other
factors: “This terrible crime was inherent in his organism, and it came from some ancestor... Is any blame
attached because somebody took Nietzsche's philosophy seriously and fashioned his life upon it?... It is
hardly fair to hang a 19-year-old boy for the philosophy that was taught him at the university.” Ultimately,
the boys were given life sentences + 99 years for the kidnapping, which would lend its name to a memoir
written by Leopold. For his part, Darrow would use his increased prestige to participate the following year in
the famous Scopes Trial. Leopold and Loeb: The History and Legacy of One of 20th Century America’s
Most Notorious Crimes and Trials chronicles the shocking crime and the trial that followed. Along with
pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Leopold and Loeb like never before, in
no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Leroy Torres:

The book Leopold and Loeb: The History and Legacy of One of 20th Century America's Most Notorious
Crimes and Trials gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Leopold and Loeb: The History and Legacy of One of
20th Century America's Most Notorious Crimes and Trials to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open up and read a guide Leopold and Loeb: The History and Legacy of One of 20th
Century America's Most Notorious Crimes and Trials. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Roberta Bourland:

This book untitled Leopold and Loeb: The History and Legacy of One of 20th Century America's Most
Notorious Crimes and Trials to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when
you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or
you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide
from your list.

Elton Williams:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Leopold and Loeb: The
History and Legacy of One of 20th Century America's Most Notorious Crimes and Trials that give your fun
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick
Leopold and Loeb: The History and Legacy of One of 20th Century America's Most Notorious Crimes and
Trials become your own starter.

Laurie Cales:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Leopold and Loeb: The History and
Legacy of One of 20th Century America's Most Notorious Crimes and Trials to make your personal reading
is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading



especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-
book Leopold and Loeb: The History and Legacy of One of 20th Century America's Most Notorious Crimes
and Trials can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of that time.
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