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Leonard Bernstein was arguably the most highly esteemed, influential, and charismatic American classical
music personality of the twentieth century. Conductor, composer, pianist, writer, educator, and human rights
activist, Bernstein truly led a life of Byronic intensity--passionate, risk-taking, and convention-breaking.

In November 1989, just a year before his death, Bernstein invited writer Jonathan Cott to his country home
in Fairfield, Connecticut for what turned out to be his last major interview--an unprecedented and
astonishingly frank twelve-hour conversation. Now, in Dinner with Lenny, Cott provides a complete account
of this remarkable dialogue in which Bernstein discourses with disarming frankness, humor, and intensity on
matters musical, pedagogical, political, psychological, spiritual, and the unabashedly personal. Bernstein
comes alive again, with vodka glass in hand, singing, humming, and making pointed comments on a wide
array of topics, from popular music ("the Beatles were the best songwriters since Gershwin"), to great
composers ("Wagner was always in a psychotic frenzy. He was a madman, a megalomaniac"), and politics
(lamenting "the brainlessness, the mindlessness, the carelessness, and the heedlessness of the Reagans of the
world"). And of course, Bernstein talks of conducting, advising students "to look at the score and make it
come alive as if they were the composer. If you can do that, you're a conductorand if you can't, you're not. If
I don't become Brahms or Tchaikovsky or Stravinsky when I'm conducting their works, then it won't be a
great performance."

After Rolling Stone magazine published an abridged version of the conversation in 1990, the Chicago
Tribune praised it as "an extraordinary interview" filled with "passion, wit, and acute analysis." Studs Terkel
called the interview "astonishing and revelatory." Now, this full-length version provides the reader with a
unique, you-are-there perspective on what it was like to converse with this gregarious, witty, candid, and
inspiring American dynamo.
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From reader reviews:

Christine McClellan:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein, you could tells your family, friends
and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Rosalie Lloyd:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein.

Matthew Sammons:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview
with Leonard Bernstein can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Alberto Kimble:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This guide Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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