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Educators, scholars, and community activists recognize that immersion education is a key means to restoring
Indigenous and other heritage languages. But language maintenance and revitalization involve many
complex issues, foremost may be the lack of local professional development opportunities for potential
language teachers.

In Alaska, the Second Language Acquisition Teacher Education (SLATE) project was designed to enable
Indigenous communities and schools to improve the quality of native-language and English-language
instruction and assessment by focusing on the elimination of barriers that have historically hindered degree
completion for Indigenous and rural teachers. The Guided Research Collaborative (GRC) model, was
employed to support the development of communities of practice through near-peer mentoring and mutual
scaffolding. Through this important new model, teachers of both the heritage language, in this case Central
Yup’ik, and English were able to situate their professional development into a larger global context based on
current notions of multilingualism.

In Communities of Practice contributors show how the SLATE program was developed and implemented,
providing an important model for improving second-language instruction and assessment. Through an in-
depth analysis of the program, contributors show how this project can be successfully adapted in other
communities via its commitment to local control in language programming and a model based on
community-driven research.

Communities of Practice demonstrates how an initial cohort of Yup’ik- and English-language teachers
collaborated to negotiate and ultimately completed the SLATE program. In so doing, these educators
enhanced the program and their own effectiveness as teachers through a greater understanding of language
learning. It is these understandings that will ultimately allow heritage- and English-language teachers to
work together to foster their students’ success in any language.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Communities of Practice: An Alaskan Native
Model for Language Teaching and Learning will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suitable book with you?

Alfred Cox:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Communities of Practice: An Alaskan Native Model for Language Teaching and Learning your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Communities of Practice: An Alaskan
Native Model for Language Teaching and Learning giving you one more experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining
it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Velma Stuart:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book Communities of Practice: An Alaskan Native Model for Language Teaching and
Learning. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you
from one location to other place.

Joyce Washington:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Communities of Practice: An Alaskan Native
Model for Language Teaching and Learning to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the book Communities of Practice: An Alaskan Native Model
for Language Teaching and Learning can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse



using what must you're doing of their time.
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