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Surveying the American fascination with the Far East since the mid-eighteenth century, this book explains
why the Orient had a fundamentally different meaning in the United States than in Europe or Great Britain.
David Weir argues that unlike their European counterparts, Americans did not treat the East simply as a site
of imperialist adventure; on the contrary, colonial subjugation was an experience that early Americans shared
with the peoples of China and India.

In eighteenth-century America, the East was, paradoxically, a means of reinforcing the enlightenment values
of the West: Franklin, Jefferson, and other American writers found in Confucius a complement to their own
political and philosophical beliefs. In the nineteenth century, with the shift from an agrarian to an industrial
economy, the Hindu Orient emerged as a mystical alternative to American reality. During this period,
Emerson, Thoreau, and other Transcendentalists viewed the "Oriental" not as an exotic other but as an image
of what Americans could be, if stripped of all the commercialism and materialism that set them apart from
their ideal. A similar sense of Oriental otherness informed the aesthetic discoveries of the early twentieth
century, as Pound, Eliot, and other poets found in Chinese and Japanese literature an artistic purity and
intensity absent from Western tradition. For all of these figures the Orient became a complex fantasy that
allowed them to overcome something objectionable, either in themselves or in the culture of which they were
a part, in order to attain some freer, more genuine form of philosophical, religious, or artistic expression.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Williams:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
sense happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The American Orient:
Imagining the East from the Colonial Era through the Twentieth Century is kind of guide which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

David Eaton:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This American Orient: Imagining
the East from the Colonial Era through the Twentieth Century can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Christine Wormley:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of American Orient: Imagining the East from
the Colonial Era through the Twentieth Century can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look
at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
We need to have American Orient: Imagining the East from the Colonial Era through the Twentieth Century.

Brandon Macdonald:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book American Orient: Imagining the East from
the Colonial Era through the Twentieth Century to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve American Orient: Imagining the East
from the Colonial Era through the Twentieth Century can to be your brand new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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