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The essence of religion was once widely thought to be a unique form of experience that could not be
explained in neurological, psychological, or sociological terms. In recent decades scholars have questioned
the privileging of the idea of religious experience in the study of religion, an approach that effectively
isolated the study of religion from the social and natural sciences. Religious Experience Reconsidered lays
out a framework for research into religious phenomena that reclaims experience as a central concept while
bridging the divide between religious studies and the sciences.

Ann Taves shifts the focus from "religious experience," conceived as a fixed and stable thing, to an
examination of the processes by which people attribute meaning to their experiences. She proposes a new
approach that unites the study of religion with fields as diverse as neuroscience, anthropology, sociology,
and psychology to better understand how these processes are incorporated into the broader cultural
formations we think of as religious or spiritual. Taves addresses a series of key questions: how can we set up
studies without obscuring contestations over meaning and value? What is the relationship between
experience and consciousness? How can research into consciousness help us access and interpret the
experiences of others? Why do people individually or collectively explain their experiences in religious
terms? How can we set up studies that allow us to compare experiences across times and cultures?

Religious Experience Reconsidered demonstrates how methods from the sciences can be combined with
those from the humanities to advance a naturalistic understanding of the experiences that people deem
religious.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Wallace:

Here thing why this particular Religious Experience Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study
of Religion and Other Special Things are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Religious Experience Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion and
Other Special Things giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no book that similar with Religious Experience Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the
Study of Religion and Other Special Things. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Religious Experience Reconsidered: A
Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion and Other Special Things in e-book can be your alternate.

Anna Sanders:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Religious
Experience Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion and Other Special Things
book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Christopher Scoville:

The event that you get from Religious Experience Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of
Religion and Other Special Things is a more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the
more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Religious
Experience Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion and Other Special Things
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Religious Experience
Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion and Other Special Things instantly.

Harrison Johnson:

The e-book with title Religious Experience Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of
Religion and Other Special Things posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot



of profit after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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