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'This is the kind of book that troubles grey-suited committees of academic peers. It's too enjoyable. But that,
given its subject, is just what it ought to be, and it treats that subject seriously . . . There isn't a "dull" page
anywhere in the book.' – Professor Peter Thomson, Studies in Theatre and Performance

Comedy is changing: stand-up comedians routinely sell out stadia, their audience-figures swollen by panel-
show appearances and much-followed Twitter feeds. Meanwhile, the smaller clubs are filling up, with
audiences as well as aspirants. How can we make sense of it all? This new edition of Getting the Joke gives
an insider's look at the spectrum of modern comedy, re-examining the world of stand-up in the internet age.

Drawing on his acclaimed first edition, Oliver Double focuses in greater detail on the US scene and its
comedians (such as David Cross, Sarah Silverman, Louis CK, Demetri Martin and Margaret Cho); the 'DIY'
comedy circuit and its celebrated apostles and visionaries, from Josie Long to Stewart Lee; the growing
importance of the solo stand-up show; the role played by Twitter (including an interview with the organiser
of the world's first comedy gig on Twitter), and the driving force that is the TV guest slot, be it on Mock the
Week or Live at the Apollo.

With expanded sections on joke construction, as well as ways to challenge the audience, and a host of new
and updated exercises to guide the aspiring comedian, this new edition of Getting the Joke is the only book
to combine the history of stand-up comedy with an analysis of the elements and methods that go into its
creation. Featuring a range of interviews with working comedians – from circuit veterans to new kids on the
block – combined with the author's vast experience, this is a must read for any aspiring stand-up comedian.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Doucet:

The book Getting the Joke: The Inner Workings of Stand-Up Comedy (Methuen Drama Modern Plays) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave the best thing like a book Getting the Joke: The Inner Workings of Stand-Up Comedy (Methuen
Drama Modern Plays)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Getting
the Joke: The Inner Workings of Stand-Up Comedy (Methuen Drama Modern Plays) has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide
open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Alfred Greenwell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Getting the Joke: The Inner
Workings of Stand-Up Comedy (Methuen Drama Modern Plays) book because this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Christopher Parker:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read will be Getting the Joke: The Inner Workings of Stand-Up Comedy (Methuen Drama Modern
Plays).

John Wiser:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Getting the Joke: The Inner Workings of Stand-Up
Comedy (Methuen Drama Modern Plays) can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this
one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We



should have Getting the Joke: The Inner Workings of Stand-Up Comedy (Methuen Drama Modern Plays).
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