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Winner of the Christian Gauss Award for excellence in literary scholarship from the Phi Beta Kappa
Society

Having excavated the world's earliest novels in his previous book, literary historian Steven Moore explores
in this sequel the remarkable flowering of the novel between the years 1600 and 1800?from Don Quixote to
America's first big novel, an homage to Cervantes entitled Modern Chivalry. This is the period of such
classic novels as Tom Jones, Candide, and Dangerous Liaisons, but beyond the dozen or so recognized
classics there are hundreds of other interesting novels that appeared then, known only to specialists: Spanish
picaresques, French heroic romances, massive Chinese novels, Japanese graphic novels, eccentric English
novels, and the earliest American novels. These minor novels are not only interesting in their own right, but
also provide the context needed to appreciate why the major novels were major breakthroughs. The novel
experienced an explosive growth spurt during these centuries as novelists experimented with different forms
and genres: epistolary novels, romances, Gothic thrillers, novels in verse, parodies, science fiction, episodic
road trips, and family sagas, along with quirky, unclassifiable experiments in fiction that resemble
contemporary, avant-garde works. As in his previous volume, Moore privileges the innovators and outriders,
those who kept the novel novel.

In the most comprehensive history of this period ever written, Moore examines over 400 novels from around
the world in a lively style that is as entertaining as it is informative. Though written for a general audience,
The Novel, An Alternative History also provides the scholarly apparatus required by the serious student of the
period. This sequel, like its predecessor, is a "zestfully encyclopedic, avidly opinionated, and dazzlingly
fresh history of the most ‘elastic' of literary forms" (Booklist).
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From reader reviews:

Babara Lopez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Novel: An Alternative History, 1600-1800. Try to make book The
Novel: An Alternative History, 1600-1800 as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you
experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we
need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Ashley Downs:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Novel:
An Alternative History, 1600-1800 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ellen Omalley:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they
write about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them
is this The Novel: An Alternative History, 1600-1800.

Leonard Jones:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Novel: An Alternative History, 1600-
1800 or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes The Novel: An Alternative History, 1600-1800 to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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