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Aradia, or the Gospel of the Witches is an 1899 book by Charles Godfrey Leland. The book is an attempt to
portray the beliefs and rituals of an underground religious witchcraft tradition in Tuscany that, Leland
claimed, had survived for centuries until his discovery of its existence in the 1890s. Scholars have disputed
the veracity of this claim. Still, the book has become one of the foundational texts of Wicca.

The text is a composite. Some of it is Leland's translation into English of an original Italian manuscript, the
Vangelo (gospel). Leland reported receiving the manuscript from his primary informant on Italian witchcraft
beliefs, a woman Leland referred to as "Maddalena" and whom he called his "witch informant" in Italy. The
rest of the material comes from Leland's research on Italian folklore and traditions, including other related
material from Maddalena. Leland had been informed of the Vangelo's existence in 1886, but it took
Maddalena eleven years to provide him with a copy. After translating and editing the material, it took
another two years for the book to be published. Its fifteen chapters portray the origins, beliefs, rituals and
spells of an Italian pagan witchcraft tradition. The central figure of that religion is the goddess Aradia, who
came to Earth to teach the practice of witchcraft to peasants in order for them to oppose their feudal
oppressors and the Catholic Church.

Leland's work remained obscure until the 1950s, when other theories about, and claims of, "pagan
witchcraft" survivals began to be widely discussed. Aradia began to be examined within the wider context of
such claims. Scholars are divided, with some dismissing Leland's assertion regarding the origins of the
manuscript, and others arguing for its authenticity as a unique documentation of folk beliefs. Along with
increased scholarly attention, A
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Sierra:

The ability that you get from Aradia, Gospel of the Witches (Forgotten Books) is the more deep you digging
the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Aradia, Gospel of the Witches (Forgotten Books) giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Aradia, Gospel of the Witches
(Forgotten Books) instantly.

Robert Alleman:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Aradia, Gospel of
the Witches (Forgotten Books) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Aradia, Gospel of the Witches (Forgotten Books)is a single of several books
in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Robert King:

Precisely why? Because this Aradia, Gospel of the Witches (Forgotten Books) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Gloria Engstrom:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be examine. Aradia, Gospel of the Witches (Forgotten Books) can be your
answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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