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In this deeply learned work, Toshihiko Izutsu compares the metaphysical and mystical thought-systems of
Sufism and Taoism and discovers that, although historically unrelated, the two share features and patterns
which prove fruitful for a transhistorical dialogue. His original and suggestive approach opens new doors in
the study of comparative philosophy and mysticism. Izutsu begins with Ibn 'Arabi, analyzing and isolating
the major ontological concepts of this most challenging of Islamic thinkers. Then, in the second part of the
book, Izutsu turns his attention to an analysis of parallel concepts of two great Taoist thinkers, Lao-tzu and
Chuang-tzu. Only after laying bare the fundamental structure of each world view does Izutsu embark, in the
final section of the book, upon a comparative analysis. Only thus, he argues, can he be sure to avoid easy and
superficial comparisons. Izutsu maintains that both the Sufi and Taoist world views are based on two pivots-
the Absolute Man and the Perfect Man-with a whole system of oncological thought being developed between
these two pivots. Izutsu discusses similarities in these ontological systems and advances the hypothesis that
certain patterns of mystical and metaphysical thought may be shared even by systems with no apparent
historical connection. This second edition of Sufism and Taoism is the first published in the United States.
The original edition, published in English and in Japan, was prized by the few English-speaking scholars
who knew of it as a model in the field of comparative philosophy. Making available in English much new
material on both sides of its comparison, Sufism and Taoism richly fulfills Izutsu's motivating desire "to
open a new vista in the domain of comparative philosophy."
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From reader reviews:

Betty Adkins:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Sufism and Taoism: A
comparative study of key philosophical concepts to read.

Desmond Gorman:

The reason why? Because this Sufism and Taoism: A comparative study of key philosophical concepts is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Joyce Hynes:

This Sufism and Taoism: A comparative study of key philosophical concepts is great book for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Sufism and Taoism: A comparative study of key philosophical concepts in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you
world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Eva Lynch:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book Sufism and Taoism: A comparative study of key philosophical concepts was
filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can



really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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