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The Shaker faith is estimated to have had a total of fewer than 20,000 members across its 250-year history,
yet more than 100,000 people visit the various Shaker villages and museums scattered across the eastern
United States every year. We are still fascinated with the world of the Shakers, and authentic examples of
Shaker architecture, furniture, and crafts are prized wherever they remain.

In The Shaker Village, author and photographer Raymond Bial brings readers the history of the Shaker
religion and an examination of the Shaker way of life, which was based on cooperation and self-sufficiency.
Each Shaker village was built with the goal of creating a heaven on earth for its inhabitants. The Shaker
people were among the first in America to apply science and new learning directly to traditional farming and
homekeeping. They invented or improved significantly upon designs of many farm and household items,
including some still used today: the flat broom, the slotted spoon, the circular saw, and the idea of selling
gardening seeds in packets. Although each Shaker community was self-supporting, the Shakers' success at
applying their core values?simplicity, utility, and tranquility?carried Shaker villages to a point of abundance:
they were able to export their beautiful furniture, delicious foods, and superior wares to the outside world,
where they have been appreciated ever since.

The Shaker Village is generously illustrated with Bial's evocative photographs of buildings and artifacts from
the Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill, Kentucky, one of the largest and best-preserved Shaker sites. The Shaker
movement reached its peak in the mid-nineteenth century. Membership began to drop with the onset of the
Civil War, and as the new promise of industrialization began to take hold in America, Shaker numbers
steadily dwindled. Although the Shaker religion has all but departed, The Shaker Village captures a
revelatory glimpse of a legacy that still resounds with modern Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Shaker Village will make you to
become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you
think which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Paula Daniels:

This The Shaker Village book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific
The Shaker Village without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Shaker Village can bring once you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
The Shaker Village having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Stephen Medley:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled The Shaker Village the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of.
The The Shaker Village giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Haley Berg:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the The Shaker Village when you required it?
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