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When Vladimir Nabokov was up for a chair in literature at Harvard, the linguist Roman Jakobson protested:
“What’s next? Shall we appoint elephants to teach zoology?” That anecdote, with which D. G. Myers begins
The Elephants Teach, perfectly frames the issues this book tackles.  

Myers explores more than a century of debate over how writing should be taught and whether it can or
should be taught in a classroom at all. Along the way, he incorporates insights from a host of poets and
teachers, including Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Robert Frost, John Berryman,
John Dewey, Lionel Trilling, Robert Lowell, Ezra Pound, and Saul Bellow. And from his exhaustive
research, Myers extracts relevant background information on nineteenth-century educational theory; shifts in
technology, publishing, and marketing; the growth of critical theory in this country; and the politics of higher
education. While he shows how creative writing has become a machine for creating more creative writing
programs, Myers also suggests that its history supplies a precedent for something different—a way for
creativity and criticism, poetry and scholarship, to join together to produce not just writing programs but
good writers. 

Updated with fresh commentary on what’s happened to creative writing in the academy since the first edition
was published ten years ago, The Elephants Teach will be indispensable for students and teachers of writing,
literature, and literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Elephants Teach: Creative Writing
Since 1880 has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The Elephants Teach: Creative Writing Since
1880 is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book The
Elephants Teach: Creative Writing Since 1880. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Michelle Porter:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Elephants Teach: Creative Writing Since 1880 your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get previous to. The The Elephants Teach: Creative Writing Since 1880 giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Ines Patterson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Elephants Teach: Creative Writing Since
1880 was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Elephants Teach:
Creative Writing Since 1880 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading that.

Pearlie Wong:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this The Elephants Teach: Creative Writing Since 1880 can make you experience more
interested to read.
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