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"Opening Scripture provides a thorough and original account of ministerial and lay strategies for interpreting
Scripture in the Massachusetts Bay. Demonstrating an impressive command of the vast literature and history
of the period, Lisa Gordis moves deftly through discussions of major figures and events. This is a significant
intervention in the study of Puritan New England."—Sandra M. Gustafson, University of Notre Dame

What role did the Bible really play in Puritan New England? Many have treated it as a blunt instrument used
to cudgel dissenters into submission, but Lisa M. Gordis reveals instead that Puritan readings of the Bible
showed great complexity and literary sophistication—so much complexity, in fact, that controversies over
biblical interpretation threatened to tear Puritan society apart.

Drawing on Puritan preaching manuals and sermons as well as the texts of early religious controversies,
Gordis argues that Puritan ministers did not expect to impose their views on their congregations. Instead they
believed that interpretive consensus would emerge from the process of reading the Bible, with the Holy
Spirit assisting readers to understand God's will. Treating the conflict over Roger Williams, the Antinomian
Controversy, and the reluctant compromises of the Halfway Covenant as symptoms of a crisis that was as
much literary as it was social or spiritual, Opening Scripture explores the profound consequences of Puritan
negotiations over biblical interpretation for New England's literature and history.
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From reader reviews:

John Valdez:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Opening Scripture: Bible Reading and Interpretive Authority in Puritan New England.

Amber Tyson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the book. It
is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
guide. The book Opening Scripture: Bible Reading and Interpretive Authority in Puritan New England it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.

Grace Smith:

Precisely why? Because this Opening Scripture: Bible Reading and Interpretive Authority in Puritan New
England is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ashley Robinette:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Opening Scripture: Bible Reading and Interpretive Authority in Puritan New England we



can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life
with this book Opening Scripture: Bible Reading and Interpretive Authority in Puritan New England. You
can more inviting than now.
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